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SUBJECT: OPPONENTS OF CHICO RIVER DAM PROJECT DETAINED 

REF: MANILA A-22 

SUMMARY: IN ADDITION TO ARRESTS OF ALLEGED COMMUNISTS AND 
ACTIVISTS, REPORTED SEPTEL, GOVERNMENT HAS DETAINED AT 
LEAST THREE INDIVIDUALS OPPOSED TO CONTROVERSIAL CHICO 
RIVER DAM PROJECT. AT THE MOMENT IT APPEARS THAT CHICO 
MAY BE A SEPARATE ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SEVERAL OPPONENTS OF GOVERNMENT'S CONTROVERSIAL CHICO 
RIVER HYDRO POWER PROJECT IN NORTHERN LUZON WERE AMONG 
THOSE DETAINED BEGINNING LATE LAST WEEK. THESE DETENTIONS 
MAY HAVE LITTLE CONNECTION WITH OTHER ARRESTS BEING 
REPORTED SEPTEL. 

2. CHICO PROJECT HAS BEEN FOCUS OF OPPOSITION FROM 
CHURCH ACTIVISTS AND SOME SOCIAL SCIENTISTS WHO CLAIM 
THAT RIGHTS OF KALINGA MINORITY WHICH INHABITS AREA WOULD 
BE VIOLATED. AFTER PROJECT MORATORIUM LAST JUNE FOLLOWING 
EARLIER ROUND OF PROTESTS, MARCOS ANNOUNCED "MODIFIED" 
PROJECT IN DECEMBER WHICH HE CLAIMED WOULD MINIMIZE 
INUNDATION OF KALINGA ANCESTRAL LANDS. AT SAME TIME HE 
TURNED OVER ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF AREA TO HIS SPECIAL 
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RESULT HAS BEEN RENEWED CONTROVERSY. EARLIER IN MONTH 
GOVERNMENT THREATENED ARREST OF CHICO OPPONENTS, INCLUDING 
UNIDENTIFIED FOREIGN MISSIONARIES AND MEMBERS OF MELCHOR’S 
DEFUNCT EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT WHICH PREVIOUSLY HANDLED 
CHICO AFFAIRS. (REFAIR BEING POUCHED EXPLAINS BACKGROUND 
IN DETAIL). 

3. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THREE INDIVIDUALS DETAINED THUS FAR 
INCLUDE ANTHROPOLOGIST MARIFLOR PARPAN, ESTEBAN (STEVE) 
MAGANNON (LECTURER AT PHILIPPINE CENTER FOR ADVANCED 
STUDIES WHO IS HIMSELF A KALINGA) AND VICTOR TAYLOR, 

A FORMER MELCHOR STAFFER AND (BEFORE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS) 
EMBASSY LEADER GRANT CANDIDATE. SO FAR THERE ARE NO 
REPORTS OF ARRESTS OF FOREIGN MISSIONARIES (WHO INCLUDE 
AT LEAST ONE AMERICAN) ACTIVE IN CHICO PROTEST. 

4. COMMENT: SOCIAL SCIENTISTS WHO HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING 
CHICO CASE BELIEVE CHICO ARRESTS CAME AT BEHEST OF ELIZALDE 
ARE SEPARATE QUESTION FROM ROUNDUP OF COMMUNISTS, 

CHURCH ACTIVISTS, ETC. HOWEVER, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ISSUES 
OVERLAP SINCE OPPOSITION TO CHICO WAS ONE OF NUMEROUS 
CAUSES ESPOUSED BY COMMUNIST PROPAGANDISTS WORKING FOR 
UNITED FRONT AGAINST MARCOS. (ACCORDING OTHER REPORTING 
TAYLOR ARRESTED AS RESULT OF ACTION IN SUPPORT OF COMMUNISTS- 
CPP/ML.) 
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